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 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
     

 
Tuesday, May 23rd, 8:15 a.m. 
Nora Ryan 
Requested by Theresa Ryan  
 
Wednesday, May 24th, 8:15 a.m.  
For the Intentions of John and Mary Hanna 
Requested by Theresa Ryan 
 
Thursday, May 25th, 8:15 a.m. 
For the Deceased Members of the Aust Family 
 
Friday, May 26th, 8:15 a.m. 
For Peace and Care of Creation 
Requested by EcoAnselm 
              
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO 
PRAYERS FOR THE NEWLY ORDAINED  

On Saturday, May 13, 2023, Archbishop Francis Leo 
ordained seven transitional deacons with the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders as priests who will serve in the Archdiocese 
of Toronto. 
As a faith community, we invite you to pray for all those 
who continue to serve and, in a special way, our newly 
ordained priests: Rev. Sávio Bruto da Costa, Rev. Sean 
Jacob, Rev. Mirko Ljuba, Rev. Carlos Marquez, Rev. Cole 
Powers, Rev. John Wang and Rev. Matthew Wang. 
Let us also pray for those who are currently in formation 
to the priesthood at St. Augustine’s Seminary and at the 
Redemptoris Mater Missionary Seminary. 
We give thanks to God for all those who have answered 
the call to serve the Church through a vocation to the 
priesthood, diaconate, or religious life. 

We are grateful for your ongoing support of your parish. 
The offertory and building funds are crucial to daily 
operations.  You can enrol in our parish pre-authorized 
giving (PAG) program or make a secure one-time or 
recurring donation online by visiting ADoT Parish - 
Toronto East Donation Form - Archdiocese of Toronto 
(archtoronto.org)  Boxed donation envelopes are also 
available upon request. Thank you for your support. 

 

VOCATIONS 
Jesus said, “Remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”  If you are discerning God’s call for the 
priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life, contact Fr. 
Matt McCarthy, Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of 
Toronto at 416-968-0997. 
                 vocations@archtoronto.org               
  www.vocationstoronto.ca 

 
 CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD – 

11:00am 
Children in the parish who are currently in Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 1 are invited to join our 
volunteers for Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 
beginning of the 11:00 Mass. Registration is not 
required. 
 

 

May 21-28 is Laudato Si’ Week 2023 

“Laudato Si’ Week 2023 will be celebrated 
with the film “The Letter” to mark the 
8th anniversary of Pope Francis' landmark  
encyclical on Care for Creation. This global 
celebration will unite Catholics to rejoice 
in the progress we have made in bringing 
Laudato Si’ to life, and show how the 
protagonists of “The Letter” are already 
doing so.”  https://laudatosiweek.org 

 
Learn more about Laudato Si’. 
Watch the film: The Letter A Message for 
our Earth. Consider hosting a screening 
event.  http://www.theletterfilm.org/watch/ 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Acts 1:1-11 Eph 1:17-23 
Psalm 47 Matthew 28:16-20 
Sending Us Forth – Our Mission 

Rarely is something as 
simple as it seems. After 
Jesus invited Thomas to 
touch his wounds, all the 
disciples had become bona 
fide Christians, right? Not 
quite. 
With the Feast of the 
Ascension, we've 

completed approximately 40 days of Easter — the 
same amount of time we spent in Lent. 
Unfortunately, in the Western church we don't give 
this season of joy the same kind of attention we 
give Lent. It's a little like our wedding traditions: 
after putting immense emphasis on preparing 
clothes and rings, flowers, attendants and the 
reception, the years the couple spends verifying 
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the truth of their vows get treated like a ho-hum 
sequel. So, too, the Easter season: Even if we 
spent hours celebrating the Vigil, Easter Monday 
comes and most of us carry on as if we were living 
in ordinary time in a pre-Resurrection world. 
It may be some comfort to know that we're not the 
first to do this — not by a millennial long shot. 
Listen carefully to the Ascension readings. Luke 
starts the Acts of the Apostles with great aplomb 
saying something like, "I already wrote a book that 
relates everything Jesus started to do and teach 
until the day he left." Most of our translations skip 
over that little word "started," but that's what Luke 
wrote. Luke seems to be imitating Mark whose 
Gospel opens with the title line, "The beginning of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ." Mark was alerting his 
readers to the fact that everything that would follow 
in his Gospel was just the beginning. Their 
response would determine whether the beginning 
would evolve, radicalizing and sacramentalizing 
every dimension of human life or fizzle out in tame 
piety. 
Luke gave us another half-cloaked expression of 
apostolic ambivalence when he said that the risen 
Lord "presented himself alive to them by many 
proofs." Luke seems to be goading us to ask why 
they needed many proofs? At the very least, he's 
telling us that it took a while for the disciples to 
become genuine apostles. Matthew makes the 
same point at the end of his Gospel when he says 
that when the disciples met Jesus on the mountain, 
they "saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted." 
Jesus' resurrection was more than any of them 
could grasp intellectually or even spiritually. They 
were confused because their experience seemed 
like proof and they were afraid to trust it. 
Today's liturgy invites us to reflect again on the 
proofs we've contemplated during this Easter 
season: the symbol of the empty tomb that feeds 
our intuition that death can't be the end; a palpable 
experience of divine mercy and forgiveness; hearts 
burning as we hear the message of the Gospel; an 
insight that spurred us toward the lifestyle the 
Gospels call metanoia; or the courage and peace 
that come from the grace of trusting in God. These 
are the specific experiences we've reflected on 
during the past six weeks. Human life continually 
offers experiences that we can interpret as intuitive 
hints that give us reason for hope and motivation 
for seeking growth in our faith. 

It would have been nice if Jesus had waited for his 
disciples to be certain — to know in their head and 
heart and gut just who he was and what it all 
meant. But Jesus didn't deal in the world of science 
and proofs; he operated in the realm of faith, a 
state of ongoing growth from doubt and fear to trust 
and peace. The disciples were very much like us. 
Even though they may not have been fully ready, 
the moment came for Jesus to hand his mission 
over to them. They didn't know everything, but it 
was time for them to begin to practice what Jesus 
had preached. Whether we take Matthew's 
rendition of Jesus' command to baptize or Luke's 
narrative of Jesus sending them to be witnesses to 
the whole world, these readings tell us that the time 
of discipleship had come to an end. The apostolic 
era was dawning. From then until now we are living 
in apostolic times, the era of practicing Christianity 
as experiential learning. The sending of the 
apostles inaugurated the last phase of Jesus' work 
of salvation. 
Christianity may be simpler than we thought. 
Because Christianity is not ultimately a philosophy, 
a collection of dogmas, or a system of worship, we 
will not comprehend the good news except through 
becoming part of making it happen. We will 
understand Easter when we begin to live as if 
death really has been overcome. We will know 
Christ in us by allowing his grace to move us to 
give our lives for others. Then we will experience 
living in a post-resurrection world as part of a bona 
fide apostolic community in the making. 

 

ShareLife and World Communications Day 

 On this World Communications Day, your support of 
ShareLife is improving the lives of Deaf people in our 
community. More than 60% of families with a Deaf child 
do not know or use a signing language. Silent Voice, a 
ShareLife agency, is able to provide an array of 
accessible programs and services, responding to the 
needs of Deaf adults, youth, children, infants, and their 
families in American Sign Language (ASL). This is 
because of you. The help and support you give brings 
hope and changes many lives.  

Thank you for your generosity. Please give at the parish 
using a ShareLife envelope, online through our parish 
website, or at sharelife.org/donate. 
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